A. 174&S-3.J             DEBATE ON THE ARMY.                           295

make use of to promote it, to endanger our country more by
attempting to hinder the changes which are projected in
Europe, than their accomplishment will endanger it, and
to deliver up ourselves to France before she makes any
demand of submission from us.

If any excuse could be made for expeditions so likely to
end in rum, it must be that justice required them; and
that if we suffer, we at least suffer in support of right, and
in an honest endeavour to promote the execution of the
great laws of moral equity; that if we fail of success, we
shall always have the consolation of having meant well, and
of having deserved those victories which we could not gain.

But, upon an impartial survey of the cause in which we
are going to engage, and on which we are about to hazard
our own happiness, and that of our posterity, I can discover
no such apparent justice on the side of the queen of Hun-
gary, as ought to incite distant nations to espouse her
quarrel, to raise armies in her favour, to consider her cause
as that of human nature, and to prosecute those that invade
her territories, as the enemies of general society.

The Pragmatick sanction, my lords, by which she claims
all the hereditary dominions of her family, cannot change
the nature of right and wrong, nor invalidate any claim be-
fore subsisting, unless by the consent of the prince by
whom it was made. The elector of Bavaria may, there-
fore, urge in his own defence, that by the elder sister he
has a clear and indisputable right, a right from which he
never receded, as he never concurred in the Pragmatick
sanction; he may, therefore, charge this illustrious prin-
cess, for whom so many troops are raised, and for whom
so much blood is about to be shed, with usurpation, jwith
detention of the dominions of other potentates, and with an
obstinate assertion of a false title.

That the Pragmatick sanction is generally understood to
be unjust, appears sufficiently from the conduct of those
powers who, though engaged by solemn stipulations to sup-
port it, yet look unconcerned on the violation of it, and ap-
pear convinced, that the princes who are now dividing among
themselves the Austrian dominions, produce claims which
cannot be opposed without a manifest disregard of justice.